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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR RECORDING
AND PLAYING BACK PROGRAMS HAVING
DESIRABLE RECORDING ATTRIBUTES

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 12/623,539, filed Nov. 23, 2009, (now allowed),
which is a continuation of Ser. No. 11/241,523, filed Sep. 30,
2005, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,646,962, issued Jan. 12, 2010,
which are hereby incorporated by reference in their entireties.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention is directed to systems and methods for
recording programs and more particularly, systems and meth-
ods for ensuring that recorded programs have desirable
recording attributes.

Recording devices, such as digital video recording (DVR)
devices, are well known in the art. Often, a user of a DVR
device may find that a recorded program lacks desirable
recording attributes. For example, the recorded program may
have been interrupted, it may be missing the beginning or the
end of the program, it may have incorrect content, or it may
lack some other desirable recording attribute. As another
example, the DVR device may direct a tuner that is recording
a program to stop recording the program and record another,
higher priority program. In some embodiments, the DVR may
record an analog transmission of a program instead of a
digital or high-definition transmission of the program, which
the user finds more desirable. If the user needs to see the
program before the next transmission time, the user is left
with a program lacking desirable recording attributes and no
easy means of acquiring a suitable copy.

Accordingly, it would be desirable to provide video record-
ing systems and methods for recording multiple copies of a
program to attempt to ensure that the user will have a copy of
the program for playback which does not lack desirable
recording attributes.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This and other objects of the present invention is accom-
plished in accordance with the principles of the present inven-
tion by providing an interactive television application
coupled with a recording device. In response to a user’s
request to record a program, the interactive television appli-
cation records multiple copies of the program using the
recording device. In some embodiments, the interactive tele-
vision application may, in response to the user’s request,
schedule the recording of the multiple copies of the program.
In other embodiments, the interactive television application
may instead determine whether multiple copies of the pro-
gram should be recorded. For example, the interactive televi-
sion application may prompt the user to request that multiple
copies be recorded, or it may automatically decide to record
multiple copies of a program based on, for example, attributes
of the program or other variables (e.g., based on whether the
program is a high priority program).

In some embodiments, the interactive television applica-
tion determines whether the user’s equipment has any limi-
tations that would prevent recording multiple copies. If any
limitations are identified, the interactive television applica-
tion may attempt to remove or overcome the limitations (e.g.,
by freeing a tuner or freeing space to record a program), or it
may prompt the user to take actions to overcome the limita-
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tions (e.g., by canceling another recording or by decreasing
the number of copies of the program that will be recorded). In
some embodiments, the interactive television application
may determine an optimum number of copies of the program
to record and set recording options for the recordings. This
may optimize the use and availability of resources in the
user’s equipment while still attempting to ensure that a copy
of a program with desirable recording attributes is still
recorded.

When a user requests a program for playback after multiple
copies of the program have been recorded, a particular copy is
selected. In some embodiments, the user selects the particular
copy of the program for playback. In other embodiments, the
interactive television application automatically selects the
particular copy. The interactive television application may,
for example, automatically select the best available copy of
the program based on the recording attributes of each copy.
The best available copy may be the copy having the most
desirable recording attributes.

At an appropriate time, such as after selecting a copy of the
program for playback, the user or the interactive television
application may determine whether the copy lacks desirable
recording attributes.

The user may determine whether a copy lacks desirable
recording attributes by, for example, reviewing an informa-
tional display provided by the interactive television applica-
tion that indicates the recording attributes of the recorded
copies of the program. Alternatively, the user may make this
determination by playing back a copy of the program and,
while viewing the program, noticing that the copy lacks desir-
able recording attributes (such as by noticing the program was
interrupted or cut short). When the user determines that a
copy lacks desirable recording attributes, the user may indi-
cate it to the interactive television application. In response to
this indication, the interactive television application allows
the user to select, or itself selects, another copy of the pro-
gram.

The interactive television application may determine that a
copy lacks desirable recording attributes by, for example,
examining the recording attributes of the copy itself, by
examining program data provided to the interactive television
application (e.g., blackout information provided as part of a
program guide data feed), or using any other suitable
approach. After determining that a copy lacks desirable
recording attributes, the interactive television application
selects another copy.

In some approaches these operations, determining that a
selected copy of the program lacks desirable recording
attributes and selecting another copy of the program, may be
repeated until a copy that has desirable recording attributes,
or the most desirable recording attributes among the copies, is
found.

When the user determines that a copy lacks desirable
recording attributes while watching the program and a second
copy is selected, the interactive television application may
start playing back the second copy either at its beginning, or
atthe position at which the first copy ended prior to switching.
In some cases, to ensure that no portion of the program is
missed, the interactive television application may start the
second copy at a position slightly earlier than the position at
which the first copy ended prior to switching.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other features of the present invention, its
nature and various advantages will be more apparent upon
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consideration of the following detailed description, taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an illustrative interactive television
system in accordance with one embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 shows an illustrative display screen showing televi-
sion program listings in accordance with one embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 3 shows an illustrative display screen showing infor-
mation relating to a television program in accordance with
one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 shows an illustrative display screen showing a tele-
vision program in full screen after a recording has com-
menced in accordance with one embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 5 shows an illustrative display screen containing an
option to record multiple copies of a program in accordance
with one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 shows an illustrative display screen showing record-
ing options in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 7 shows an illustrative display screen showing a
recording space conflict notice in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 shows an illustrative display screen showing a
scheduling conflict notice in accordance with one embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 9 shows an illustrative display screen showing a list of
recorded programs in accordance with one embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 10 shows an illustrative display screen showing
options for allowing a user to indicate which recording
attributes are lacking for a program in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 11 shows a flow chart of an illustrative process for
recording multiple copies of a program in accordance with
one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 12 shows a flow chart of an illustrative process for
playing back a copy of a recorded program that does not lack
desirable recording attributes in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 13 shows a flow chart of an illustrative process for
selecting the best available copy of a program in accordance
with one embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 14 shows a flow chart of an illustrative process for
sequentially playing back portions of copies of the program in
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows illustrative interactive television system 1 in
accordance with one embodiment of the invention. User
equipment 10 receives content in the form of signals from
content source 20 over communications path 22. In practice
there may be multiple content sources. For clarity, only one is
shown in FIG. 1. Also in practice, there may be multiple
instances of user equipment 10 coupled to content source 20
and data source 24. For the clarity of the figure, the user
equipment of only a single user is shown.

Content source 20 may be any suitable content source such
as, for example, a cable system headend, satellite television
distribution facility, television broadcast facility, on-demand
server (e.g., video-on-demand (VOD) server), or any other
suitable facility or system for originating or distributing con-
tent. Content source 20 may be configured to transmit signals
over any suitable communications path 22 including, for
example, a satellite path, a fiber-optic path, a cable path, or

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

any other suitable wired or wireless path. The signals may
carry any suitable content such as, for example, television
programs, music, news, web services, or any other suitable
content. The signals may be transmitted as a broadcast, mul-
ticast, unicast, or any other suitable transmission stream.

User equipment 10 may include any equipment suitable for
providing an interactive television experience. For example,
user equipment 10 may include computer equipment, such as
a personal computer with a television card (PCTV). User
equipment 10 may include television equipment such as a
television, set-top box, recording device, video player, user
input device (e.g., remote control, keyboard, mouse, touch
pad, touch screen, voice recognition interface, etc.) or any
other device suitable for providing an interactive television
experience. For example, user equipment 10 may include a
DCT 2000, 2500, 5100, 6208 or 6412 set-top box provided by
Motorola, Inc.

In the example of FIG. 1, user equipment 10 includes at
least control circuitry 18, display device 12, recording device
14, and user input device 16, which may be implemented as
separate devices or as a single device. An interactive televi-
sion application, such as an interactive television program
guide, may be implemented on user equipment 10 to direct a
tuner in control circuitry 18 to display, on display device 12,
the content transmitted by content source 20 over path 22 and
to provide interactive television application features.

Recording device 14 may be a personal video recorder
(PVR), digital video recorder (DVR), video cassette recorder
(VCR), DVD-recorder, or any other suitable video recorder.
Recording device 14 may include one or more tuners. In some
embodiments, recording device 14 may be accessed by the
interactive television application over an in-home network
(e.g., an Ethernet network).

Display device 12 may be any suitable device such as, for
example, a television monitor or a computer monitor. Display
device 12 may also be configured to provide for the output of
audio.

Control circuitry 18 is adapted to receive user inputs from
input device 16, execute the instructions of the interactive
television application, direct recording device 14 to record
programs (and copies of programs), and direct display device
12 to display programs and interactive television application
display screens. Control circuitry 18 may include one or more
tuners (e.g., analog or digital tuners), encoders and decoders
(e.g., MPEG encoders and decoders), processors (e.g.,
Motorola 68000 family processors), memory (i.e., RAM and
hard disks), communications circuitry (e.g., cable modem
circuitry), input/output circuitry (e.g., graphics circuitry),
connections to the various devices of user equipment 10 (e.g.,
recording device 14), and any other suitable component for
providing analog or digital television programming, program
recording, and interactive television features. In one embodi-
ment, control circuitry 18 may be included as part of one of
the devices of user equipment 10 such as, for example, part of
recording device 14, display 12, or any other device (e.g., a
set-top box, television, video player, etc.).

Control circuitry 18 may include memory for storing the
instructions of the interactive television application and data-
base 104. Database 104 stores data from data sources 24 and
other data for use by the interactive television application
(e.g., user profiles, recorded program lists, equipment set-
tings, or other suitable information). Database 104 also
includes information about recordings and scheduled record-
ings, such as the recording attributes of recordings and
recording options, both of which are discussed below. In other
embodiments, database 104 is stored in other portions of user
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equipment 10, or on a stand-alone device (e.g., another device
in the home or a device accessed via path 22).

User equipment 10 may receive interactive television
application data from one or more data sources 24. Data
sources 24 may provide data for a particular type of content,
or for a particular application. For example, one data source
24 may provide data for non-on-demand assets (e.g., non-pay
and pay-per-view television programs), and another may pro-
vide data for on-demand assets (e.g., VOD programs). Or, for
example, a single data source may provide both of these types
of data. In some embodiments, one data source 24 may pro-
vide data for an interactive television program guide, and
another may provide data for another interactive television
application running on user equipment 10 (e.g., a home shop-
ping application). In some embodiments, data sources 24 may
provide data to the interactive television application using a
client/server approach. There may be one server per data
source, one for all sources, or, in some embodiments, a single
server may communicate as a proxy between user equipment
10 and various data sources 24.

Content source 20 and data sources 24 are shown in FIG. 1
as separate elements. In practice, their functionality may be
combined and provided from a single system at a single
facility, or multiple systems at multiple facilities. For
example, one content source 20 and data source 24 may be
combined to provide VOD content and associated VOD data.

FIG. 2 shows an illustrative program guide screen 200 that
the interactive television application may display on display
device 12. The user may access program guide screen 200 by
any suitable means such as, for example, pressing a “menu,”
“guide,” or other suitable key or key sequence on user input
device 16, navigating from another program guide screen or
menu, or by any other suitable means. [llustrative program
guide screen 200 contains a grid of program listings 210
which includes program titles, channels, scheduled broadcast
times, and other suitable program information from database
104 of FIG. 1. In other embodiments, the program guide
screen may include a list (i.e., a single column) of programs.
The user may select a desired program listing with highlight
region 212 using user input 16, or any other suitable means.

To schedule the recording of a program or other suitable
video, a user may highlight a desired program (in the example
of FIG. 2, listing 214 for “Biography” on channel 28 is high-
lighted), and press a “Record” key or key sequence, or select
a“Record” icon from the screen using user input device 16. In
response, the interactive television application may direct
recording device 14 to record the program. This may be
indicated, for example, by recording icon 216, displayed by
the listing for the program.

Prior to choosing to record a program, the user may request
additional information regarding the program. For example, a
user may highlight a listing using highlight region 212 and
press an “Information” key or key sequence on user input
device 16. In response to receiving the user request, the inter-
active television application may display an information
screen. FIG. 3 shows illustrative information screen 300,
which includes detailed information section 302, program
description area 304 (including the program title, time and
channel), and video window 306.

Screen 300 also includes selectable icons 310, some or all
of which may include text descriptions upon being high-
lighted by the user. The screen may include icons for record-
ing of programs, series recording, parental control locks, or
any other suitable interactive television application action. If
auser determines that he wants to record the program, the user
may schedule the recording by pressing a “Record” key orkey

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

6

sequence, selecting a “Record” icon (shown highlighted)
from the screen using user input device 16, or by any other
suitable means.

In some embodiments, the user may be watching a program
on display device 12 in a full screen view, for example full
screen view 400 shown in FIG. 4, and decide to record the
program. To record the program, the user may press a
“Record” key or key sequence on user input device 16, or use
any other suitable means. A pop-up notice, such as pop-up
notice 402, may appear to confirm that recording has begun.
The interactive television application may also display the
notice in response to receiving a user confirmation to record
the program (e.g., in response to a user confirming the record-
ing with menu 502 of FIG. 5). In some embodiments, the
interactive television application may direct pop-up notice
402 to appear automatically when a previously-scheduled
recording commences.

To attempt to ensure that the user will have a copy of a
program selected for recording that does not lack desirable
recording attributes, the interactive television application
may record multiple copies of the scheduled program. In
some embodiments, the interactive television application
may record multiple copies of each program scheduled for
recording by default. For example, the user may enable or
disable a feature that instructs the interactive television appli-
cation to record multiple copies of each program by default.
The number of copies to record for each program may be
automatically set or set in response to a user instruction. In
some embodiments, the number of copies scheduled for
recording for each program may depend on a recording
option set for the program (e.g., recording priority). For
example, the interactive television application may by default
schedule three copies of “high priority” programs, two copies
of “medium priority” programs, and one copy of “low prior-
ity” programs.

In some embodiments, instead of recording multiple cop-
ies of each program by default, the interactive television
application may first determine whether or not multiple cop-
ies of the program should be recorded. The interactive tele-
vision application may make this determination in a number
of ways. In some embodiments, the user may request that
multiple copies of a program may be recorded. In such
embodiments, for example, the interactive television applica-
tion may provide an option that the user may select to record
multiple copies. As another example, the interactive televi-
sion application may allow the user to specify a recording
priority for the program and determine whether to record
copies based on the priority. For example, the user may des-
ignate a program as “high” priority to indicate that the user
has a higher interest in recording the program.

FIG. 5 shows an illustrative screen 500 with illustrative
pop-up menu 502 that the interactive television application
may display to prompt the user for a request to record multiple
copies of a program. Pop-up menu 502 includes a notice
confirming the scheduling of the recording, as well as select-
able icons 504 and 506 for confirming or canceling the
recording. Pop-up menu 502 also includes icon 508 for set-
ting or modifying recording options, and icon 510 for record-
ing multiple copies of the program. The pop-up menu may
also include any other suitable icons. In some embodiments,
the interactive television application may conditionally dis-
play the option to record multiple copies (e.g., icon 510) in
response to a user setting at least a particular recording pri-
ority (e.g., high). In other embodiments, the interactive tele-
vision application may display a pop-up menu with an option
to record multiple copies (e.g., pop-up menu 602, FIG. 6) in
response to a user selection of the option to set or modify
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recording options (e.g., icon 508). In some embodiments, the
interactive television application may display icon 510 only if
it determines that the program has multiple airings oris a type
of program that is likely to have multiple airings.

In addition, or as an alternative, to allowing a user to
specify whether multiple copies of a program should be
recorded, the interactive television application may automati-
cally determine whether multiple copies of a program should
be recorded. The interactive television application may make
this determination based on criteria such as, for example, the
identity of the user requesting a program, the user’s viewing
history, the transmission time, the channel or theme of a
program, whether the program has been transmitted, viewed
or recorded before, the priority of the program, or any other
suitable criteria.

Recording options may be set by the user or by the inter-
active television application to specify how copies of a pro-
gram should be recorded. Recording options may include, for
example, the channel to record, transmission type, resolution,
or buffer lengths. Recording attributes, which have been
referred to already herein, are different from recording
options because recording attributes indicate or describe
actual characteristics of copies of a program as recorded in the
user equipment. Such attributes may include, for example,
complete/non-interrupted recording, correct program con-
tent, transmission type, resolution, or other attributes. Some
attributes may correspond directly to a recording option set by
the user (e.g., transmission type, resolution), but others may
not (e.g., complete/non-interrupted recording, correct pro-
gram content).

In some embodiments, the interactive television applica-
tion may automatically set recording options for each copy of
the program. For example, the interactive television applica-
tion may set the recording priority of the additional copies of
a program to be lower than that of the original copy of the
program. In other embodiments, the interactive television
application may prompt the user to set recording options for
each additional copy of the program. For example, the inter-
active television application may display successive screens
or pop-ups, such as pop-up menu 602 shown in FIG. 6, for
each copy until the user has set options for all of the copies.
Pop-up menu 602 includes a plurality of recording options
604. Recording options 604 include, in this example, the
number of copies to record, which transmissions to record if
multiple transmissions are available (e.g., analog, digital, or
high definition), recording priority, when the user intends on
viewing the program, start buffer length (e.g., for recording
the beginnings of programs that start early) and end buffer
length (e.g., for recording the ends of programs that run late).
Any of the options may or may not be available. In some
embodiments, the recording options pop-up menu may
include any other suitable recording option (e.g., resolution,
which channel to record, bit rate, recording size, or how long
to keep the recording) in addition to or instead of the options
shown in FIG. 6.

The following example illustrates possible recording
options that may be set by the user or automatically by the
interactive television application (or a combination of both)
for three copies of a program. An original copy (i.e., the
originally selected program) may be set with default record-
ing options (e.g., system default options). A second copy of
the program may be set with more desirable recording options
(e.g., high-definition transmission, larger buffers, or higher
resolution) to attempt to ensure that a copy is recorded with
the most desirable recording attributes. Finally, a third copy
of the program may be set with less desirable recording
options (e.g., analog transmission, no buffers, or lower reso-
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Iution) to maintain a backup copy that takes the least amount
of space possible in the user equipment (e.g., recording
device 14). Varying recording options for different copies
allows for optimizing the use of resources in the system while
still attempting to obtain a copy of the program that does not
lack desirable recording attributes.

To schedule multiple copies of a program for recording, the
interactive television application examines, for example, its
schedule data and on-demand listings data received from one
or more data sources 24. Current transmissions of the pro-
gram may be recorded immediately in embodiments where
control circuitry 18 has a sufficient number of tuners. Once
multiple copies are scheduled for recording.

Whether by default or after determining that copies should
be scheduled, the interactive television application may deter-
mine whether user equipment 10 has any limitations that
would prevent recording the multiple copies of the program.
For example, the interactive television application may deter-
mine whether there is sufficient space for storing the multiple
copies in recording device 14 or other devices in the user’s
in-home network, or whether there is a sufficient number of
tuners available in user equipment 10 for the given record-
ings. Each of these examples are discussed in more detail
below. Other potential limitations may include hardware or
software limitations of user equipment 10 (e.g., software
limitations on the number of programs that recording device
14 can simultaneously record).

In some embodiments, in response to determining that
there is not enough space to record multiple copies, the inter-
active television application may provide the user with a
conflict notice that prompts the user to cancel recording mul-
tiple copies of the program. In addition to, or instead of, the
conflict notice, the interactive television application may
prompt the user with a display to delete recorded programs to
make room for the multiple copies. One such display is illus-
trative display 700 shown in FIG. 7. Display 700 indicates to
the user that the interactive television application will direct
recording device 14 to record an additional copy of “Biogra-
phy,” shown in listing 702, and to delete a previously recorded
program, “Seventh Heaven,” shown in listing 704. The user
may select icon 706 to proceed with the deletion or select icon
708 to cancel the recording of the additional copy of “Biog-
raphy.” In this example, the interactive television application
has suggested deleting “Seventh Heaven.” In some embodi-
ments, the interactive television application may suggest
deleting extra copies of previously viewed and unviewed
programs, or programs with a lower recording priority than
the program to be recorded (e.g., Biography).

In some embodiments, the interactive television applica-
tion may automatically delete recorded programs from the
user equipment (e.g., extra copies of previously viewed and
unviewed programs, and programs with a lower recording
priority than the program to be recorded) to create space for
recording multiple copies of a program. When the interactive
television application determines that there are no suitable
recorded programs to delete (e.g., all recorded programs have
a higher recording priority than the program), the interactive
television application may cancel recording multiple copies
of the program, or prompt the user for instructions.

As mentioned above, another way the interactive television
application may determine whether the user’s equipment
(e.g., user equipment 10) has any limitations that would pre-
vent multiple copies of a program from being recorded is by
determining whether there is a sufficient number of tuners
available for all of the recordings. To determine whether there
will be a sufficient number of tuners, the interactive television
application may identify all current and future transmissions
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of the program (e.g., by looking through program schedule
data provided by data source 24), and compare the expected
tuner availability with the identified future transmission
times. The interactive television application may determine
the expected tuner availability from typical known uses of the
user equipment (e.g., determined using the user viewing his-
tory) and scheduled uses of the tuners (e.g., scheduled record-
ings or reminders). If the interactive television application
determines that the user equipment will not have enough
tuners at the various transmission times to record multiple
copies of the program, the interactive television application
may only record copies for which tuners are available, may
prompt the user for instructions, or indicate to the user that
multiple copies cannot be recorded.

In instances where the interactive television application
determines that the user’s equipment does not have enough
available tuners to record all of the multiple copies of the
program, it may display a conflict display to the user. For
example, illustrative conflict display 800, shown in FIG. 8,
indicates to the user that the interactive television application
will direct recording device 14 to record a second copy of
“Biography” (listing 802) instead of the scheduled recording
“Men In Black” (listing 804) because “Men In Black™ has a
lower priority than the second copy of “Biography.” A user
may select icon 806 to proceed with the recording of the
second copy of “Biography”, or select icon 808 to cancel the
recording of “Biography”. Conflict display 800 could also
include listings of multiple copies of the program and allow
the user to select which ones, if any, should be recorded (not
shown).

In other embodiments, instead of notifying the user of the
conflict, the interactive television application may automati-
cally resolve the conflict using any suitable prioritization
criteria. For example, the interactive television application
may resolve the conflict for recording based on recording
priorities of the copies, whether a recording request is an
additional copy of a program, whether the requested program
will be re-transmitted at a future time, or the transmission
type of the copy (e.g., analog, digital, or high-definition). For
example, the interactive television application may automati-
cally select to record the single copy of “Men In Black”
instead of an additional copy of “Biography” when “Men In
Black” will not be transmitted again in the near future.

To place a limit on how far in the future to look for addi-
tional transmissions, the interactive television application
may determine when the user will view the program. This
determination may be made automatically (e.g., based on the
user viewing history) or in response to a user indication (e.g.,
based on a user prompt such as one of recording options 604
of FIG. 6). Once the interactive television application deter-
mines when the user intends on viewing the program, it may
limit the search for all other transmissions of the program to
those that are prior to the intended viewing time.

The following example will illustrate how the interactive
television application may schedule recordings of copies. A
user decides to record the program “Biography” by selecting
its corresponding or associated listing in FIG. 2 (channel 28,
9-10 PM). Upon receiving the selection, the interactive tele-
vision application may display screen 600 (FIG. 6), which
prompts the user to set recording options. In this example, the
user decides to record three copies of the program, and
intends to view the recorded program the following after-
noon. Upon receiving these recording options, the interactive
television application may search for all other transmissions
of “Biography” that precede the intended viewing time. The
interactive television application may find a 10:00 PM trans-
mission in digital format on channel 229 and a 1:00 AM
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transmission in analog format on channel 28. If the user
equipment has only one tuner available for each of the 9:00
PM, 10:00 PM and 1:00 AM transmissions (due to, for
example, the relative priority of other scheduled recordings),
the interactive television application may record an original
copy at 9:00 PM on channel 28, and additional copies at 10:00
PM on channel 229 and at 1:00 AM on channel 28.

The following additional example will serve to illustrate
how the interactive television application may schedule mul-
tiple copies of every program scheduled for recording by
default. The user may enable a feature to record two copies of
every program scheduled for recording by default. Once the
original copy of a scheduled program has been recorded, the
interactive television application may identify and scheduled
a rebroadcast of the program. At the transmission time of the
rebroadcast, the interactive television application may direct
the user’s equipment to record the program unless there is
insufficient room to store the copy, the user’s equipment does
not have a free tuner, or the interactive television application
has already recorded two copies of the program. If additional
copies for two additional programs are scheduled for record-
ing at the same time, the interactive television application
may resolve the conflict using the recording options (e.g.,
recording priorities) set for the original copies of the pro-
grams. In some embodiments, recorded additional copies of
some programs may be automatically deleted to make room
for scheduled first copies of other programs.

After the multiple copies of the program have been
recorded, the user may access a listing display, for example
listing display 900 shown in FIG. 9, to view the recorded
programs. The user may access the listing display by pressing
a “Recorded Programs Menu” key or key sequence, navigat-
ing from one of the interactive television application screens,
or by any other suitable means. Illustrative listing display 900
includes recorded programs listings 902 (including program
title and length), program description area 904 and video
window 906.

In some embodiments, the recorded programs listings
(e.g., listings 902) may include a separate listing for each
copy of a program. To differentiate the copies, each listing
may include an indication of the recording options set for the
copy corresponding to or associated with the listing (e.g.,
listings 912 and 914). In some embodiments, each listing may
include an indication of the recording attributes for the
recorded copy associated with the listing. In other embodi-
ments, the interactive television application may display a
single listing for each program (e.g., an expandable listing
element). The single listing may include an indication of the
number of available copies of the program corresponding to
the listing, and the recording options set for some or all of'the
copies. To view listings for each of the copies, the user may
select the single listing. The interactive television application
may display the additional listings, corresponding to the other
copies of the program, in a new screen, pop-up menu, pop-up
notice, as an expanded listing element in the original screen
(e.g., as an indented list), or in any other suitable manner.
Each additional listing may include an indication of the
recording options set for the corresponding copy. In some
embodiments, each additional listing may include an indica-
tion of the recording attributes for the recorded copy of the
program.

The interactive television application may display the vari-
ous indications described above in program description area
904 instead of the listings, or in a separate program informa-
tion screen that is displayed, for example, when the user
presses an “info” key while the listing is highlighted. In some
embodiments, separate listings are not available for the indi-
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vidual copies. Inthese embodiments, a single listing is used to
access the master recording, and the copies are only acces-
sible during playback.

To play back a recorded program, the user may select the
listing corresponding to the program from a menu (e.g., list-
ing display 900) and press a “play” key or key sequence,
select a play option from an interactive television application
screen, or perform any other suitable step to initiate playback.
Ifthere are multiple copies of the program available, the user
may select a particular copy (e.g., by selecting the corre-
sponding listing), or the interactive television application
may automatically select a particular copy. In some embodi-
ments, the interactive television application may recommend
one particular copy of the program to the user (e.g., by high-
lighting a listing, or displaying an icon).

In embodiments in which the interactive television appli-
cation automatically selects a copy of the program for play-
back, the interactive television application may use any suit-
able criteria in selecting which program to play back. Such
criteria may include, for example, the best possible copy (e.g.,
the one with the most desirable recording attributes among
the copies without lacking desirable recording attributes), the
best available copy (e.g., the one with the most desirable
recording attributes among the copies), the copy with record-
ing options similar to those of programs previously viewed, or
a copy that has desirable recording attributes. The interactive
television application may identify the copy of the program
having the most desirable recording attributes, either auto-
matically or in response to a user indication, as the copy
having the most desirable recording attributes quantitatively
or qualitatively.

When a copy of a program is selected by the user or the
interactive television application for playback, the interactive
television application or the user may determine whether the
copy lacks desirable recording attributes. In some embodi-
ments, the interactive television application makes this deter-
mination automatically in response to a program being
selected for playback by the user or itself, but in other
embodiments it may make the determination at other times.
For example, the interactive television application may make
the determination when the program is recorded, after all of
the scheduled copies are recorded, during playback, or at
some other time.

Regardless of when the interactive television application
determines whether copies of a program lack desirable
recording attributes, the interactive television application will
at some point determine the recording attributes of the copies
(e.g., determine whether (a) the recording was interrupted by
a user manipulation of the tuner, (b) the wrong channel or
program was recorded, or (c) an emergency broadcast
replaced the originally scheduled programming). This may
occur when the interactive television application determines
whether desirable recording attributes are lacking, or earlier.
For example, the interactive television application may deter-
mine recording attributes for a copy at the time the copy is
recorded and subsequently examine those attributes after a
program is selected for playback.

The interactive television application may determine
recording attributes for a copy using any suitable approach.
For example, it may monitor a tuner in control circuitry 18 or
recording device 14 (FIG. 1) to determine whether the tuner
tunes away from a recording, or monitor the power to the
user’s equipment to see if there is an interruption. As another
example, the interactive television application may examine
schedule data that it received from data source 24 to deter-
mine whether, for example, the desired copy was blacked out
or not transmitted for some other reason. When the interactive
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television application determines the recording attributes for
a copy, it may enter them in database 104 (FIG. 1). The
interactive television application may indicate the attributes
by, for example, indicating which desirable attributes are
present and which desirable attributes are lacking. Alterna-
tively, the interactive television application may indicate
which undesirable attributes are present and which undesir-
able attributes are lacking. In yet another approach, a combi-
nation of these two approaches may be used.

In response to determining that a copy lacks desirable
recording attributes, the interactive television application
may mark the program as lacking desirable recording
attributes in database 104. The interactive television applica-
tion may also indicate the lack of desirable recording
attributes to the user or prevent the user from accessing the
copy by, for example, removing the listing from the listings
display (e.g., in listings 902 of F1G. 9), identifying the lacking
attributes for the user (e.g., in program description area 904 of
FIG. 9), changing the order in which the listings are shown,
changing which copy is automatically selected for playback,
or deleting the copy from recording device 14. If the copy is
being played back, the interactive television application may
switch to another copy of the program. “Switching” is
described below.

In some embodiments, the user may determine that a copy
lacks desirable recording attributes. For example, the user
may review the recording attributes while viewing listings for
the copies (such as shown in FIG. 9), or while playing back
the program. Should the user determine that a copy lacks
desirable recording attributes during playback, the user may
indicate that determination to the interactive television appli-
cation (such as by pressing a key on input device 16 or by
selecting an on-screen option), and switch to another copy of
the program. In some embodiments, the user may switch to
another copy without specifically indicating that the copy of
the program lacks desirable recording attributes.

Switching to another copy may be performed using any
suitable approach. For example, the user may manually
switch by pausing the playback, returning to the recorded
programs menu (e.g., menu 900), and selecting another copy
of the program for playback. As another example, the user
may instruct the application to switch by pressing a “Switch”
key or suitable key sequence on user input device 16. In
response to receiving this instruction, the interactive televi-
sion application may display on-screen options prompting the
user to select another copy of the program. In some embodi-
ments, the instruction by the user of a desire to switch may
simply cause the interactive television application to auto-
matically select the next available copy (for example, looping
through the copies as the user asks to switch). In some
embodiments, in response to receiving the user instruction to
switch, the interactive television application may identify the
playback position of the copy of the program that is playing
when the switch instruction is received and play back the
selected copy at substantially the same playback position
(e.g., a slightly earlier playback position).

In some embodiments, in response to receiving a user
indication to switch copies of the program, the interactive
television application may prompt the user to identify which
desirable recording attributes are lacking. [llustrative display
screen 1000 of FIG. 10, for example, includes selectable
boxes 1002 that correspond to lacking desirable recording
attributes (e.g., interrupted program, or video/audio quality).
Once the user has selected one or more boxes 1002, the user
may select an option (e.g., icon 1004) to submit the selections
to the interactive television application, or select an option
(e.g., icon 1006) to cancel the submission. In response to the
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submission, the interactive television application may select
and play back, or recommend, a copy of the program that does
not lack the identified desirable recording attributes. The
interactive television application may also, in response to the
submission, mark the copy of the program by changing a
database entry corresponding to the copy of the program in
database 104 to indicate lacking desirable recording
attributes. In some embodiments, the database entry may
include which recording attributes are lacking. The interac-
tive television application may also, in response to this indi-
cation, attempt to record another copy of the program with the
missing desired attribute. Systems and methods for doing so
may be found in commonly-owned U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 11/097,556, filed Apr. 1, 2005, which is incorporated
by reference herein in its entirety.

In other embodiments, in response to receiving a user
instruction to switch to another copy of the program, or in
response to the interactive television application determining
that a copy lacks desirable recording attributes (e.g., deter-
mining that the remaining portion of a copy that is played
back lacks desirable recording attributes), the interactive tele-
vision application may automatically select and play back
another copy of the program. For example, the interactive
television application may automatically select a copy of the
program that has at least one more desirable recording
attribute than the original copy. When the interactive televi-
sion application switches to another copy of a program, the
interactive television application may play back the other
copy at the beginning of the program. In other embodiments,
the interactive television application may instead determine
the playback position of the first copy of the program when
the “switch” instruction was received or when the interactive
television application determined that the first copy of the
program lacked desirable recording attributes, and play back
of the other copy of the program at, or shortly before, the
determined playback position.

The following example will serve to illustrate the switch
feature. The interactive television application may determine
that a copy of a program is interrupted for 4 minutes at the 21
minute mark because of an emergency announcement that
replaced the scheduled broadcast. The interactive television
application may identify the interruption by reviewing the
program schedule data corresponding to the transmission
time and channel of the recorded program (which may have
been provided as, for example, program guide data from a
data source 24). In response to the determination, the inter-
active television application may switch to a second copy of
the program when the first copy reaches the 21 minute mark.
In some embodiments, to ensure that no portion of the pro-
gram is missed, the interactive television application may
start the second copy at a position slightly earlier than the
position at which the first copy ended prior to switching (just
before the 21 minute mark). After playing past the interrup-
tion, the interactive television application may continue to
play the second copy, or return to the first and begin playback
where the interruption ended, for example depending on user
preferences or program defaults regarding which approach
provides the best user experience.

As another example of the switch feature, a user may be
watching a copy of an hour-long program. At the 44 minute
mark, the video quality of the program deteriorates and the
user determines that the copy of the program lacks desirable
recording attributes. The user then selects the switch feature,
and the interactive television application selects, either auto-
matically or in response to a user indication, another copy of
the program for playback. The interactive television applica-
tion plays back the selected copy of the program from the
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beginning, from a position slightly before that of the first copy
when the user initiated the switch feature (i.e., just before the
44 minute mark), or at any other playback position.

Recording multiple copies of programs may cause the stor-
age space available to the interactive television application to
diminish rapidly. To make up for the diminution, the interac-
tive television application may automatically delete addi-
tional copies of a program after some time (e.g., weeks,
months, or once a copy has been played back). In other
embodiments, the interactive television application may
determine that a copy of a program has desirable recording
attributes based on the database entry corresponding to the
copy of the program, and delete some or all other copies
(whether they lack desirable recording attributes or not). In
some embodiments, the interactive television application
may delete all copies of a program when the user deletes one
of the copies.

In some embodiments, the interactive television applica-
tion may determine, based on the database entries corre-
sponding to copies of the program, that all of the copies of the
program lack desirable recording attributes. In response to
such a determination, the interactive television application
may combine portions from each copy of the program to
create a new copy that does not lack desirable recording
attributes. For example, if one copy of the program was inter-
rupted due to a tuner malfunction, the interactive television
application may extract the missing portion from another
copy of the program, and insert it into the first copy to create
a program that is not interrupted.

FIGS. 11-14 are flow charts of illustrative processes
involved in some embodiments of this invention. FIG. 11 isa
flow chart of an illustrative process for recording multiple
copies of aprogram. Process 1100 begins at step 1102. At step
1105, the interactive television application determines
whether to record multiple copies of a program. For example,
the interactive television application may determine whether
to record multiple copies of the program by default (e.g.,
when the feature for recording multiple copies of all sched-
uled programs is enabled). As another example, the interac-
tive television application may receive a user instruction from
user input device 16 whether to record multiple copies of a
program. In still another example, the interactive television
application may determine whether to record multiple copies
of the program based on the program’s recording priority. If
the interactive television application determines that multiple
copies should not be recorded, process 1100 moves to step
1140. Otherwise, process 1100 moves to step 1110. At step
1110, the interactive television application determines
whether user equipment 10 has the capability to record mul-
tiple copies of the program of step 1105. For example, the
interactive television application determines whether user
equipment 10 will have enough tuners available at the trans-
mission time of the program to record multiple copies, and if
recording device 14 or another device will have enough space
to record the copies of the program. If the user equipment has
the capability to record multiple copies of the program, pro-
cess 1100 moves to step 1130 where the interactive television
application directs recording device 14 or another device to
record multiple copies of the program.

Ifthe user equipment does not have the capability to record
multiple copies of the program, process 1100 moves to step
1120. At step 1120, the interactive television application
determines whether the user equipment 10 can be manipu-
lated to allow the user equipment to record multiple copies of
the program. For example, the interactive television applica-
tion may determine, based on the results of a conflict check,
whether a tuner can be freed, or whether recorded programs
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can be deleted from recording device 14 or another device to
make room for storing the copies of the program. The inter-
active television application may automatically determine
whether the user equipment can be manipulated, or prompt
the user for instructions to manipulate the user equipment. If
the interactive television application determines that the
interactive television application cannot manipulate user
equipment 10 to record multiple copies, process 1100 moves
to step 1140. At step 1140, the interactive television applica-
tion instructs user equipment 10 not to record multiple copies
of the program.

Ifthe interactive television application can manipulate user
equipment 10 to record multiple copies, process 1100 moves
to step 1150 to do so. For example, the interactive television
application may, in response to the determination made in
step 1120, cancel a previously scheduled recording to free a
tuner, or delete a previously recorded program from recording
device 14 or another device to make room to record the copies
of'the program. Process 1100 then moves to step 1130, where
multiple copies of the program are recorded. For example, the
interactive television application may schedule each copy
with recording options set either automatically or by the user.
Process 1100 ends at step 1160.

FIG. 12 is a flow chart of an illustrative process for playing
back one of multiple copies of a recorded program. Process
1200 starts at step 1202. At step 1210, the interactive televi-
sion application receives a user instruction to play back a
program. At step 1220, in response to receiving the user
instruction, the interactive television application may auto-
matically select a particular copy of the program based on any
suitable criteria. In other embodiments, the user may select a
particular copy of the program from a list of programs for
playback.

At step 1230, the interactive television application deter-
mines whether the selected copy of the program lacks desir-
able recording attributes. For example, the interactive televi-
sion application may automatically determine whether the
selected copy of the program lacks desirable recording
attributes. In some embodiments, the interactive television
application may identify a database entry corresponding to
the selected copy of the program in database 104 indicative of
a desirable recording attribute. In another example, the user
may determine that the selected copy lacks desirable record-
ing attributes based on an indication of the recording
attributes of the selected copy. If the interactive television
application determines, either automatically or in response to
a user indication, that the program does not lack desirable
recording attributes, process 1200 moves to step 1260 and
plays back the copy of the program. Process 1200 ends at step
1262.

If the interactive television application determines that the
selected copy of the program lacks desirable recording
attributes, process 1200 moves to step 1240, where the inter-
active television application receives an instruction to select
another copy of the program. For example, the interactive
television application may automatically generate and pro-
vide the instruction to recording device 14 or another device,
or the interactive television application may receive a user
instruction to select another copy of the program. At step
1250, the interactive television application selects another
copy of the program. For example, the interactive television
application may automatically select another copy of the
recorded program based on any suitable criteria, or the inter-
active television application may receive a user indication of
a copy of the recorded program to select. In some embodi-
ments, the interactive television application may select or
suggest another copy of the program that has at least one
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recording attribute that is more desirable than a recording
attribute of the first copy. The interactive television applica-
tion then proceeds back to step 1230 to determine whether the
newly selected copy of the program lacks desirable recording
attributes.

In some embodiments, the interactive television applica-
tion may start playing back a selected copy of the program
before determining whether the selected and played back
copy lacks desirable recording attributes. In such embodi-
ments, the interactive television application may play back
the other copy of the program (i.e., selected at step 1250) at
any suitable playback position.

FIG. 13 is a flow chart of an illustrative process for select-
ing the best available copy of a program. Process 1300 begins
at step 1302. At step 1310, the interactive television applica-
tion receives a user request to play back a program. In some
embodiments, the interactive television application may
receive a request to play back the best available copy of the
program. In some embodiments, the interactive television
application may automatically play back the best available
copy of the program.

At step 1320, the interactive television application identi-
fies the copy of the program that has the most desirable
recording attributes. In some embodiments, the interactive
television application may identify the copy of the program
having the largest number of desirable recording attributes. In
some embodiments, the interactive television application
may identify the copy of the program having the most desir-
able recording attributes as measured qualitatively. In some
embodiments, the interactive television application may
identify a copy of the program that does not lack desirable
recording attributes.

At step 1330, the interactive television application selects
the copy of the program identified in step 1320 for playback.
At step 1340, the interactive television application plays back
the selected copy of the program. For example, the interactive
television application directs display device 12 to play back
the selected copy of the program. Process 1300 ends at step
1342.

FIG. 14 is a flow chart of an illustrative process for sequen-
tially playing back portions of at least two copies of a pro-
gram. Process 1400 begins at step 1402. At step 1410, the
interactive television application receives a user request to
play back a program. At step 1420, the interactive television
application selects a first copy of the program. At step 1430,
the interactive television application plays back a portion of
the selected first copy of the program. For example, the inter-
active television application directs display device 12 to play
back the selected first copy of the program.

At step 1440, the interactive television application identi-
fies the recording attributes of the first copy of the program. In
some embodiments, the interactive television application
may determine the recording attributes of the first copy of the
program using information from database 104. In some
embodiments, the user may determine the recording
attributes of the first copy of the program based on the char-
acteristics of the program being played back on display
device 12. At step 1450, the interactive television application
determines that the first copy of the program lacks desirable
recording attributes. In some embodiments, the interactive
television application automatically determines (e.g., from
the attributes retrieved from database 104) that at least one
recording attribute of the first copy of the program is not
desirable. In some embodiments, the user indicates to the
interactive television application that the first copy of the
program lacks desirable recording attributes (e.g., using input
device 14).
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At step 1460, in response to determining to switch to a
second copy of the program, the interactive television appli-
cation selects the second copy of the program that has at least
one recording attribute that is more desirable than a recording
attribute of the first copy of the program. For example, if the
first copy of the program is interrupted, the interactive tele-
vision application may select a copy of the program thatis not
interrupted. In some embodiments, the user may select
another copy of the program based on an indication provided
by the interactive television application of the recording
attributes of the other copies of the program. In some cases the
user or interactive television application may select another
copy that is not known to lack the desirable recording
attribute, and may not discover until after playback has begun
on the second copy whether the desirable attribute is lacking.

At step 1470, the interactive television application plays
back at least a portion of the second copy of the program that
was selected at step 1460. In some embodiments, the inter-
active television application may play back the second copy
of'the program from the beginning. In some embodiments, the
interactive television application may play back the second
copy of the program from a playback position just prior to the
playback position of the first copy of the program before the
interactive television application selected the second copy of
the program. Process 1400 ends at step 1472.

It will be noted that all of the features described above in
connection with the recording of a transmitted program may
be applied to the recording of a video-on-demand program,
video clip, series of programs, or any other content suitable
for recording and display by user equipment 10. In the case of
series, the interactive television application may record mul-
tiple copies of one, some, or all episodes of the series.

In some embodiments, copies may be different in ways
other than by their recording attributes. For example, two
versions of a program may differ because they have different
ratings (e.g., an rated-R program shown on HBO and a rated
PG-13 program shown on ABC). The programs with different
ratings may also, for example, be recorded with different
recording attributes. This also may occur with respect to
audio services, for example, where one version of a song or
music video includes explicit lyrics, while another has been
edited to sanitize the language.

The above described embodiments of the present invention
are presented for purposes of illustration and not of limitation,
and the present invention is limited only by the claims which
follow.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for presenting media with an interactive media
application, the method comprising:
automatically scheduling a recording of multiple copies of
media content at different transmission times, wherein
the scheduling is performed before any one of the dif-
ferent transmission times;
receiving a user request to generate a display of the media
content;
selecting one of the multiple copies of the media content;
and
generating a display of at least a portion of the selected
copy of the media content.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein each copy of the pro-
gram is associated with different recording attributes.
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3. The method of claim 1, further comprising selecting the
one of the multiple copies of the media content based on
determining that the one of the multiple copies of the media
content has desirable recording attributes.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
a number of copies to record for the program.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the number of copies is
set in response to a user instruction.

6. The method of claim 4, wherein the number of copies is
determined based on a recording option associated with the
program.

7. The method of claim 4, further comprising prompting a
user to select the number of copies.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising processing
schedule data to determine the different transmission times.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving a
user selection limiting how far in the future any one of the
different transmission times may be.

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
if any of the multiple copies of the media content have unde-
sirable recording attributes.

11. A system for presenting media with an interactive
media application, the system comprising control circuitry
configured to:

automatically schedule a recording of multiple copies of

media content at different transmission times, wherein
the scheduling is performed before any one of the dif-
ferent transmission times;

receive a user request to generate a display of the media

content;

select one of the multiple copies of the media content; and

generate a display of at least a portion of the selected copy

of the media content.

12. The system of claim 11, wherein each copy of the
program is associated with different recording attributes.

13. The system of claim 11, wherein the control circuitry is
further configured to select the one of the multiple copies of
the media content based on determining that the one of the
multiple copies of the media content has desirable recording
attributes.

14. The system of claim 11, wherein the control circuitry is
further configured to determine a number of copies to record
for the program.

15. The system of claim 14, wherein the number of copies
is set in response to a user instruction.

16. The system of claim 14, wherein the number of copies
is determined based on a recording option associated with the
program.

17. The system of claim 14, wherein the control circuitry is
further configured to prompt a user to select the number of
copies.

18. The system of claim 11, wherein the control circuitry is
further configured to process schedule data to determine the
different transmission times.

19. The system of claim 11, wherein the control circuitry is
further configured to receive a user selection limiting how far
in the future any one of the different transmission times may
be.

20. The system of claim 11, wherein the control circuitry is
further configured to determine if any of the multiple copies
of the media content have undesirable recording attributes.
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